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“It’s the sea, isn’t it? In the gallery you instinctively want to face the windows and look out to
sea. With this in mind we have selected some sculptures that relish the light and the proximity
of the sea, together with others which veer towards the shadows.”
Alison Wilding, 2018

The De La Warr Pavilion presents Right Here and Out There, an exhibition of new and existing works
by Alison Wilding (b.1948) that unfolds inside and outside the gallery. Regarded as one of the UK's
foremost sculptors, Wilding's abstract works use contrasting materials such as neoprene rubber,
translucent acrylic, mirrored glass, alabaster and steel to create sensual juxtapositions which explore
the complexities of perception.
The exhibition responds to the landscape that surrounds the De La Warr Pavilion and light that
streams into it, showing a selection of works from the 1980s to the present and two new sculptures
made especially for the site. It begins in the ground floor gallery, a space characterised by a huge
window out to sea. Through it, a new work can be glimpsed: Docking, a pair of large lozenge shapes
made from cast concrete, their sharp lines echoing the spaceship-like qualities of the Pavilion, an
extraordinary example of pre-war, international style modernism unexpectedly located in an English
seaside town.
Light is an important and active character in the exhibition: falling in through the windows of the
gallery, it brings the outside in, collapsing the distance between the gallery and the landscape.
Translucent elements in sculptures such as Red Skies (1992) and Drowned (1993) are activated by it,
their centres glowing and then darkening again throughout the day, a contrast with the continual
incandescence of Floodlight (2001). Together, these works form constellations across the gallery,
with other works inhabiting shadows, or creating them.
Dark Horse (1983) is made from man-made neoprene rubber and Portland roach, a type of stone rich
in fossils. By combining ancient and modern materials, Wilding’s sculptures create conversations
across time and space, producing new experiences in the present. Dark Horse is the most identifiably
figurative work in the exhibition: resting on the floor, it comprises a flat, black shape that loosely
resembles an animal skin, a stone object that might be its head placed on top. Nearby, Locust (1983)
resembles a shoot growing out of the floor: some form of nature invades the space, but the title given
it alludes to a sense of menace.
Further works such as Tablet (2009), a series of cast plaster tablets, appear to ooze a dark substance
- in fact, the suspect material is cast bronze. In Wilding’s hands, materials seem unstable, shifting
shape and form, creating a series of subtle illusions. The exhibition is curated by Rosie Cooper, Head
of Exhibitions at the De La Warr Pavilion, who says: "The sculptures give off a sense of time and

space crumpled, a collapse that pushes us into the present, directly. Ancient and modern materials
collide, drawing out streams of consciousness."

Alison Wilding, Dark Horse, 1983, Portland roache and neoprene. Courtesy the artist and Karsten Schubert
Gallery

Supported by the Henry Moore Foundation and Karsten Schubert Gallery, London.
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About the artist: Alison Wilding (b. 1948) is one of the UK’s leading sculptors. Recent solo
exhibitions include Whitworth Gallery, Manchester (2018), Tate Britain (2015), and New Art Centre
(2011). Still Water, the National Memorial to British Victims of Terrorism Overseas, which Wilding
created with Adam Kershaw, is unveiled on Thursday 17 May at the National Memorial Arboretum in
Staffordshire. In 2008 Wilding was presented with the Paul Hamlyn Foundation Award, and the Bryan
Robertson Award in 2012. Wilding was nominated for the Turner Prize in 1988 and 1992, and elected
to the Royal Academy in 1999. A monograph of Wilding’s work featuring essays by Jo Applin and
Briony Fer will be published by Lund Humphries in June.
About the De La Warr Pavilion: the De La Warr Pavilion is a centre for arts and culture in an iconic
modernist building by the sea. With artists and audiences at its heart, it produces and innovative and
integrated cultural programme that reflects the world we live in. This exhibition is an important part of

the 2018 programme that, across the year, invites visitors to think about the Pavilion’s social, political
and architectural history and context in new and sometimes unexpected ways.
Current exhibitions are Tamar Guimarães and Kaper Akhøj I blew on Mr Greenhill’s joints with a very
‘hot’ breath until 3rd June; Florence Peake RITE: on this pliant body we slip our WOW!, running from
12 May – 2 September; and 1935, a year-long exhibition in the Rooftop foyer which brings together a
series of events that happened the year the Pavilion opened, exploring lesser-known histories and the
social and political context of the time.
Previous exhibitions include Caroline Achaintre’s Fantômas (2018), IN A DREAM YOU SAW A WAY
TO SURVIVE AND YOU WERE FULL OF JOY curated by Elizabeth Price (2017), Willem Sandberg
From Type to Image (2016), In The Realm of Others with Project Artworks (2016), Bridget Riley, The
Curve Paintings (1961 – 2014) (2015), Richard Wilson’s major outdoor commission for 2012 Cultural
Olympiad Hang On A Minute Lads. I’ve Got A Great Idea… and Bustleholme, a collaboration between
Keith Harrison and Napalm Death performed in the DLWP auditorium. The Pavilion is part of the
OUTLANDS, a new national experimental music touring network.
The De La Warr Pavilion is open every day from 10am – 6pm. Admission is free.
It is on the seafront in Bexhill on Sea, East Sussex
www.dlwp.com
The De La Warr Pavilion (Charity No. 1065586) is generously supported by Arts Council England and
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