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PRESS RELEASE

Manifesta 12 Palermo closed its doors on 4th of November 2018 with
483.712 visits and 206.456 visitors in 145 days.
6 November 2018
On Sunday 4 November 2018, The Mayor of Palermo Leoluca Orlando and the Director of
Manifesta Hedwig Fijen officially closed the 12th edition of the European nomadic biennial, reaching
a number of 483.712 visits and 206.456 visitors in 145 days. Titled The Planetary Garden.
Cultivating Coexistence, this year’s edition has been curated by a team of transdisciplinary working
Creative Mediators: Bregtje van der Haak, Dutch journalist and filmmaker; Andrés Jaque, Spanish
architect and researcher; Ippolito Pestellini Laparelli, partner of the Rotterdam-based firm OMA;
and Mirjam Varadinis, Swiss curator at Kunsthaus Zurich. M12 was organised by a team of 40 local
and international professionals and more than 100 volunteers.
Manifesta 12 Palermo took place in 20 iconic buildings, palazzos, gardens and churches, many of
which have been reopened after years of abandonment by the Manifesta 12 team. Along with the
main programme, Manifesta 12 Palermo has presented a rich programme of Collateral Events with
more than 70 projects. Along with the M12 Collateral Events, Manifesta 12 has organised a new
programme called 5x5x5 that aimed at developing long-term professional relations and
networking between Palermo cultural communities and Manifesta’s diverse network of artists,
galleries and academic institutions. Additionally, with more than 50 free screenings at Teatro
Garibaldi, at the garden in via Primo Carnera in Zen2 realised in collaboration with local association
Zen Insieme, and at Arena La Sirenetta that was reopened by Manifesta 12 team after 12 years of
abandonment, the Manifesta 12 Film Programme has had almost 3.500 visitors.
Having been opened for more than 4 months, Manifesta 12 Palermo has reached the highly
successful attendance of 483.712 visits. This figure represents the number of times visitors have
entered any of the Manifesta venues, including Collateral Events and 5x5x5 projects; whilst the
number of unique visits of the biennial is estimated around 206.456 visitors. 67% Manifesta 12
Visitors come from Italy, 19% from European Countries and 14% from other. Throughout the year,
Manifesta 12 has produced five publications: a pre-biennial research study commissioned by
Manifesta12 to Architecture firm OMA, ‘Palermo Atlas’ (published by Humboldt Books); the
Manifesta 12 Guidebook, (published by Domus); the Manifesta 12 Collateral Events Guidebook
(published by Manifesta), the Manifesta 12 Reader and the recently published issue of The Chronic
by South African collective Chimurenga. In total, Manifesta 12 Palermo has sold 5.185 publications.
More than 20.000 individuals have participated in the Education programme in the past two years,
and 72 local associations and 34 public schools of Palermo participated as collaborators or
partners. 822 guided tours have been conducted by Manifesta 12 special Gardeners, welcoming
schools and social groups for free, and reaching out to a total number of 8.925 Tours participants.
Particularly relevant in terms of legacy are the projects Un Sacco di Palermo, The Manifesta 12
Education Hub and The Social Innovation Map. The pedagogical kit Un Sacco di Palermo helps
teachers of primary and secondary schools to introduce the sensitive topic of the city’s recent
urban development. It has been co-designed in collaboration with local urbanists, schools’ students,
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M12 artists, the University of Palermo and Ecomuseo “Mare Memoria Viva”. Teachers from 35
Palermo schools have been professionally trained to use the kit. 100 kits are currently being
distributed for free among public schools of Palermo. The Manifesta 12 Education Hub is a mobile
educational platform settled in a bus provided by the transport company AMAT, and transformed
by the students of the University and Academy of Fine Arts, with the aim of bringing Manifesta 12
to the different local communities, reaching out to more than 3500 people in 16 different
neighborhoods of Palermo conducting weekly workshops and community events in collaboration
with more than 40 local associations and 10 schools. As the Mayor of Palermo of Leoluca Orlando
declared during the last stop of the Education Hub in Piazza Magione, the creative, itinerant
platform will stay at the disposal of local associations to be used in mobile educational projects.
The Education Department of Manifesta 12 produced a special Social Innovation Map of Palermo
in collaboration with local advisors, offering the experience of social and responsible tourism in the
city’s neighbourhoods.
Over 1500 articles have been published on The Planetary Garden, and the figure increases up to
2200 if one also considers the articles published on Collateral and 5x5x5 projects. M12 social
media have reached incredible numbers: 15.092 new Page Likes and 22.000 new followers on
Instagram in 12 months, and over 15.000 new subscribers to M12 newsletter have been collected
in this edition. The Italian National Institute of Statistics ISTAT recently presented a report focussed
on Palermo Capital of Culture and the pattern of touristic flux in 2018. The presence of
international visitors in the city and in Sicily almost doubled, and citizens’ participation in cultural
activities is now higher than the average in other regions of Italy.
Before closing its doors, M12 Palermo organised a roundtable discussion at Teatro Garibaldi on
Sunday 4 November, in order to reflect collectively on the impact of M12 in the host city, and what
it could mean for its future. Speakers were Leoluca Orlando, Mayor of Palermo, Andrea Cusumano,
Councillor of Culture of Palermo, Hedwig Fijen, Director, the M12 Creative Mediators and team, and
many local professionals and collaborators. The roundtable discussion has been followed by a
handover ceremony from Manifesta 12 Palermo, represented by the Mayor of Palermo, Leoluca
Orlando, to Manifesta 13 Marseille, represented by the Councillor of Culture of the City of
Marseille, Marie-Hélène Feraud. Manifesta 13 Marseille will take place from 7 June to 1 November
2020.
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From Zen to Romagnolo, Manifesta 12 has been special for many citizens of Palermo who
have felt involved in the process of construction of a renewed local community. A process
that has shown that art can be the instrument of social development and growth. Beyond the
numbers, however flattering, what really matters is that Manifesta in Palermo has been made
in collaboration with thousands of citizens, students, teachers and social workers, and this
cultural legacy will remain for the years to come. But there is also another, more material
legacy, represented by some of the projects of Manifesta, such as the garden in Zen 2, that
crystallise the blossoming of a new way of living together.
Leoluca Orlando, Mayor of Palermo
Manifesta 12 in Palermo showed that the newly introduced methodology, a pre-biennial
research study by Dutch OMA and projects focussing on co-production with Palermo
associations, producers and citizens, working all together in a more trans-disciplinary way has
proved to be successful for it created a real substance instead of merely signals.
Hedwig Fijen, Director of Manifesta Biennial
Manifesta 12 Palermo explored coexistence in a world moved by invisible networks,
transnational private interests, algorithmic intelligence, environmental crisis and everincreasing inequalities. It looked at this world through the unique lens of Palermo – a city at
the crossroads of three continents in the heart of the Mediterranean. Palermo was an ideal
place to investigate the challenges of our time, and to experiment with traces of possible
futures. For over two years, Manifesta 12 has co-inhabited the entire city and used Palermo as
a relational space and platform to test new forms of politics and interventions. It acted as a
catalyser and collaborated closely with a network of Palermitan partners to realize projects
with a long lasting impact.
Bregtje van der Haak
Andrés Jaque
Ippolito Pestellini Laparelli
Mirjam Varadinis
Creative Mediators of Manifesta 12

	
  

Codice Fiscale	
  
97313760825

Sede legale: via Dante 53,
90141 Palermo, Italy

P.IVA	
  
06572700828

Sede operativa: Teatro Garibaldi,
via Teatro Garibaldi 46-56,
90133 Palermo, Italy

	
  

+ 39 091 6230804
m12@manifesta.org
www.manifesta12.org

