Mondrian Evolution

5 June – 9 October 2022


Marking the 150th anniversary of the artist’s birth, the Fondation Beyeler devotes a comprehensive
exhibition to the Dutch painter Piet Mondrian (1872–1944), bringing together works from its own
collection and major international loans. As one of the most significant and versatile artists of the
avant-garde, Mondrian had a decisive influence on the development of painting from figuration to
abstraction. With 85 works on display, “Mondrian Evolution” shows Piet Mondrian’s striking
development from 19th-century landscape painter to one of modern art’s leading protagonists,
highlighting the diversity of his oeuvre. The exhibition is a rare opportunity to take a fresh look at
Mondrian, who not only had a significant influence on 20th century art but also on design, architecture,
fashion and pop culture.

While the Fondation Beyeler’s collection mainly features works from the later phases of Mondrian’s
career, the exhibition will look primarily at the artist’s early work. Piet Mondrian was initially influenced
by late 19th-century Dutch landscape painting, but Symbolism and Cubism also played a major role in
his artistic development. It was only in the early 1920s that he began concentrating on a wholly nonrepresentational pictorial vocabulary consisting solely of rectilinear arrangements of black lines on a
white background and the three primary colours blue, red and yellow. 

The exhibition is organised largely chronologically, yet it thrives on the juxtaposing of early and late
works, which brings to light the transformative forces at play in Mondrian’s work. Across nine rooms,
“Mondrian Evolution” deals with recurring motifs such as windmills, dunes, the sea, farmhouses
reflected in water and plants in various states of abstraction.


Numbering seven works, the Fondation Beyeler holds the most comprehensive Mondrian collection on
public view in Switzerland. It is the rst time the museum devotes an individual exhibition to the artist.
In the run-up to the exhibition, in 2019 the Fondation Beyeler launched the “Piet Mondrian
Conservation Project”, which investigates Mondrian’s painting technique as evidenced in the works
held in the museum collection. With the support of La Prairie, the project studied and analysed the four
late classic works. More information on the research project: fondationbeyeler.ch/en/
pietmondrianconservationproject
“Mondrian Evolution” is organised by the Fondation Beyeler, Riehen/Basel and the Kunstsammlung
Nordrhein-Westfalen, Düsseldorf, in cooperation with the Kunstmuseum Den Haag. The exhibition is
curated by Ulf Küster, Senior Curator, Fondation Beyeler, Kathrin Beßen and Susanne Meyer-Büser,
Kunstsammlung Nordrhein-Westfalen
The exhibition catalogue is designed by renowned Dutch graphic designer Irma Boom and is
published in German and English by Hatje Cantz Verlag, Berlin.
Press images are available under fondationbeyeler.ch/en/media/press-images
25 years of Fondation Beyele
In 2022, the Fondation Beyeler’s exhibition programme will be guided by its 25th anniversary
celebrations. It launched with a major retrospective on Georgia O’Keeffe, followed by the summer
exhibition “Mondrian Evolution”. In autumn, the Fondation Beyeler will present its most comprehensive
exhibition to date of works from its collection, along with a richly varied events schedule. Further
information: fondationbeyeler.ch/en/25years
Image: Piet Mondrian, Avond (Evening): The Red Tree, 1908–1910, oil on canvas, 70 x 99 cm,
Kunstmuseum Den Haag, The Netherlands © 2022 Mondrian/Holtzman Trust. Photo: Kunstmuseum
Den Haa
Further information:
Dorothee Dine
Head of PR & Media Relation
Tel. +41 (0)61 645 97 21, presse@fondationbeyeler.ch, www.fondationbeyeler.ch
Fondation Beyeler, Beyeler Museum AG, Baselstrasse 77, CH-4125 Riehen/Basel, Switzerlan

Press requests:
Gair Burton and Chris na Almeida at Pickles PR:
gair@picklespr.com and chris na@picklespr.com

d


m


 


.


fi

 


r


s


ti

ti

 


s


g


Fondation Beyeler opening hours: 10am to 6pm daily, Wednesday 10am to 8p

